What Is Literacy?
(From: A Strategic Plan for Reading Literacy – NCDPI)
Reading is the fundamental skill needed for success in life, especially in the 21st century. While students must be at proficiency or above in basic literacy (reading, writing, listening, speaking, using conventional or technology-based media), these skills are no longer sufficient for college- and work-ready high school graduates. As the world continues to change rapidly, schools must evolve to meet future needs. In many cases, this means we are trying to refine and structure an educational system for a future that many people cannot visualize. 

Basic literacy is one component of comprehensive literacy instruction. North Carolina’s Strategic Plan for Reading Literacy strives to incorporate all of the following areas of literacy:

• Technological Literacy – Training in the use of computers, networks, applications, and other technological devices (example: Moodle training)
• Visual Literacy – Training to decipher, interpret and express ideas (example: Thinking Maps training)
• Informational Literacy – Training to find, evaluate and make use of information appropriately (examples: communication, reading skills, or media training)
• Self Direction – Training to set goals, plan for achievement, manage time and effort. (examples: CFNC trainings, Time Management training)
• Higher Order Thinking – Training in the processes of analysis, comparison, inference/ interpretation, synthesis and evaluation. (examples: Bloom’s Taxonomy training, Marzano training) 
